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stay cautious. 
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into the street hurt your car 
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Photos of new building 

Free Rabies Shots! 

-ÁÙÏÒȭÓ -ÅÓÓÁÇÅ 
 As Mayor of this great town, myself and the rest of Council are proud of all that 

has been accomplished over the last several years.  In considering accomplishments in the 

Township, most residents think about the beautiful parks, ball fields or exceptional service 

received from our Public Works, Police Department and other Administrative Offices.  How-

ever, there are many more accomplishments that are not normally mentioned.  Such as 

when it comes to taxes, we are one of the most affordable communities in Camden County.  

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀ άƭŜŀŘŜǊέ ƛƴ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ  hǳǊ ǘŀȄ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǊŀǘŜ ƛǎ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΦ  

Our audits have been without comment or recommendation for several years.  Our budg-

ets have always been presented responsibly on time, using realistic budget estimates.  And 

finally, as mentioned in the previous newsletter, we have always been aggressive in our 

pursuit of grants to benefit our residents. 

 ¸ŜǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘǊǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ .ŜǊƭƛƴ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘŀōƭŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ 

Camden County.  According to the State of New Jersey, Division of Local Government web-

site, Berlin Township ranks as the 10th lowest in total average taxes out of 37 municipalities 

ƛƴ /ŀƳŘŜƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŀȄŜǎ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘΦ  ¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ǘƘŜȅ 

have.  However the increases in recent years have been much less than in previous years.  

aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǘǊŀŎŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ά{ǘŀǘŜ 

!ƛŘέΦ  LƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ōȅ ƛƴŦƭŀǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ŀŘƧǳǎǘƳŜƴǘǎΣ ŀǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ōȅ {ǘŀǘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳŜΣ ƻǾŜǊ 

the last decade our total State Aid has decreased by over $500,000 from approximately 

$2.1 million to $1.6 million.  In addition to a decrease in revenue from the State, we are 

also constantly faced with unfunded State mandated expenditures.  While the intentions of 

most mandates, such as the recent one relating to storm water are favorable, it is still diffi-

cult for us to absorb the new expenditures without State funding.  State mandates and 

revenue shortfalls, combined with the pressures of maintaining the existing level of ser-

vices to you, our residents, leaves us where we are today, still one of the most affordable 

communities to live in South Jersey. 

 The Township is proud of our leadership in shared services.  Our Public Works De-

partment, Police Department, and I are in constant communication with neighboring com-

munities and the County searching for ways to save money.  We have over 30 formal and 

informal shared service agreements currently in existence.  A highlight of some of the 

agreements include:  Animal Shelter Services with the Camden County Animal Shelter Con-

sortium, Dispatch Services with Camden County, Ambulance Services with Berlin Borough, 

Vehicle Repairs with the Ambulance Association and Berlin Township Fire District #1, the 

Prison Work Release Program with Camden County, Domestic Violence Response Team 

with Voorhees Township and the Berlin Borough, Police Tactical Team with Berlin Borough, 

Chesilhurst Borough, Pine Hill Borough and Waterford Township, Office Supplies with Cam-

den County, July 4th Celebration with Berlin Borough, Gasoline with Berlin Township Board 

of Education, Berlin Township Fire District #1 and the Ambulance Association, Municipal 

Court Facilities with Lindenwold Borough and Meeting Room for Public Meetings with Ber-

lin Township Board of Education.  We are extremely proud of our agreements, and as we 

move into our new facility next year, we will continue to make shared services a priority. 
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Halloween Safety Tips 

By using a flashlight, trick or 
ǘǊŜŀǘŜǊΩǎ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜ 
seen by others. 

Stay in a group, walk slowly 
and communicate where 
you are going. 

Remain on well lit streets 
and always use the side-
walk. 

Never enter a strangers 
home. 

Remove any mask or item 
that will limit eyesight be-
fore crossing a street. 

No treats should be eaten 
until they are thoroughly 
checked by an adult at 
home. 

The Berlin Township Police 
should be notified immedi-
ately of any suspicious or 
unlawful activity. 

Excellent Police Work 
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 I would like to recognize the following Officers for  going above and beyond 

while performing their duties. 

 Squad A, consisting of Ptl. Silvestro, Ptl. Davis and Ptl. Pumphrey did an out-

standing job with solving numerous car and home burglaries, all while being under-

manned. Detective Sergeant Check assisted with the investigation and was able to 

obtain confessions, and  recover  a large amount of the  stolen property, which led to 

the solving of crimes in Berlin Twp., Winslow Twp. and Gloucester Twp. 

 Squad B, Consisting of Sgt. Siderio, Ptl Steen and Ptl. Lex , also assisted by 

Detective Sergeant Check, were able to make arrests for numerous vehicle burglaries. 

Again  numerous pieces of stolen property were recovered and returned to their 

rightful owners. 

 The great work on part of the squads and DSG. Check, makes Berlin Twp. a 

better and safer place to live and work. 

 The Township is proud of its tax collection rate, as well as its audits and pursuit of 

grants. As recommended, but not mandated by the State, we conduct an accelerated tax 

sale each year.  As a result, our tax collection rate for the year that just ended on June 30th 

was 99.95%.  This favorable collection rate enables the Township to budget a minimal 

amount in a reserve for uncollectible taxes, which keeps taxes for all residents down.  Also, 

annually an audit is conducted by an independent auditing firm, as required by State law.  

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƘŀŘ 

any comments or recommendations in well over a decade.  We are also proud of our ag-

gressive pursuit of grants over the last several years.  We do our best to apply for all grants 

that we become aware of.  From SFY 2004 through 2009, I am pleased to inform you that 

Berlin Township has received over $3.1 million in State, Federal and County grants for you, 

our residents. 

 Some of you who were present at out last Mayor and Council meeting on August 

3rd ŀǊŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ƻǳǊ άǘŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ōǳŘƎŜǘέ ŦƻǊ {C¸ нлмлΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ L 

refer to this budget as tentative is due to the fact that we are in the process of applying for 

Extraordinary Aid in the amount of $364,000 to offset the projected tax increase.  The 

budget is in no way final and changes will be made to it depending upon our award.  We 

have been fortunate over the last 15 years to receive an award except for last year.  Unfor-

tunately, the notification came from the State less than 3 months before our fiscal year was 

to end.  As a result, last year more Surplus, than we would have liked, had to be used to 

balance the budget.  We also suffered, as you all have with the downturn of the economy.  

Our revenues from fees, permits and interest came in below our projections.  Reductions 

were made to all departments to present an introduced budget with appropriations (or 

expenses) that are well below the maximum amount permitted by law.  In keeping in line 

other sectors of government and private industry, we are planning to keep salaries stable 

for 2010.  The introduced budget includes no raises for any department for 2010. 

 It is an honor and a pleasure to serve as your Mayor.  Council and I pride ourselves 

on doing an outstanding job for you, our residents.  Besides our beautiful parks, ball fields, 

and unmatched services provided by our Public Works, Police and Administrative Staff, we 

ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦΦ  !ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻǿƴ ŦƻǊ ƻǾŜǊ рл ȅŜŀǊǎΣ LΩƳ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ 

call Berlin Township home. 

-ÁÙÏÒȭÓ -ÅÓÓÁÇÅ #ÏÎÔȢ 
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άThe rapidly expanding precipitation monitoring program now has more than 10,000 active 

ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜǊǎ ƛƴ пс ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ млл ƛƴ bWΦ ά 

The Community Collaborative Rain, 

Hail, and Snow Network (CoCoRaHS) is 

looking for volunteer weather observ-

ers in Berlin, New Jersey. CoCoRaHS, a 

nationwide volunteer precipitation-

observing network, welcomed New 

Jersey into the program in early 2008. 

The rapidly expanding precipitation 

monitoring program now has more 

than 10,000 active volunteer observers 

in 46 states and well over 100 in NJ. 

Based out of the Office of the New 

Jersey State Climatologist at Rutgers 

University, NJ CoCoRaHS is looking to 

enlist volunteers from Berlin to take a 

few minutes to report the amount of 

rain or snow that has fallen in their 

backyards each day. All that is required 

to participate is a 4" diameter plastic 

rain gage, a ruler to measure snow, an 

internet-connected computer, and 

most importantly, the desire to watch 

and report weather conditions.  

  

Observations from CoCoRaHS volun-

teers are widely used by scientists and 

agencies whose decisions depend on 

timely and high-quality precipitation 

data. For example, hydrologists and 

meteorologist use the data to warn 

about the potential impacts of flood 

and drought.   

CoCoRaHS volunteers are asked to 

read their rain gage or measure any 

snowfall at the same time each day 

(preferably between 5 and 9 AM). 

Measurements are then entered by 

the observer on the CoCoRaHS website 

where they can be viewed in tables 

and maps. Training is provided for Co-

CoRaHS observers, either through 

online training modules, or preferably, 

in group training sessions that are held 

at different locations around NJ.  

  

Anyone interested in signing up or 

learning more about the program can 

visit the CoCoRaHS website at http://

www.cocorahs.org. 

 

For more information, contact the NJ 

CoCoRaHS state coordinators:  

 

Dr. David Robinson, Rutgers University, 

drobins@rci.rutgers.edu  732-445-

4741  

Mr. Mathieu Gerbush, Rutgers Univer-

sity, njcocorahs@climate.rutgers.edu ,  

732-445-3076 
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Looking For Volunteers to Measure New 
Jersey Rain and Snow in Our Area 

Just a reminder to all that school will reopen on Tuesday, September 8, 2009 

Please take extra caution and be mindful of all students, teachers and parents 

in the area of the schools. 

Also a reminder to utilize the proper drop off and pick up sites at the schools. 

Obeying these requests only helps make a safer and more  organized pick up  

and drop off for the children. 

Speed enforcement will be in effect on Franklin Avenue, especially  during the 

school year. 
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Halloween  

School Is Back  

All Residents Please be careful while trick or treating activities are ongoing. 

Watch for the little ones while they have their fun. 

School Tips 

Be sure to do your home-
work everyday. 

Allow ample time before a 
test to properly study your 
subject. 

Take advantage of all extra 
credit assignments. 

Participating in class not 
only adds to your grade but 
also helps when it comes 
time to take that test! 

http://www.cocorahs.org/
http://www.cocorahs.org/
mailto:drobins@rci.rutgers.edu
mailto:njcocorahs@climate.rutgers.edu


Berlin Twp. Reaches out to the borough 

After Berlin Township initiated numerous attempts urging Berlin Borough 

officials to meet with us for them to make a commitment, they showed little 

to no interest. This placed Berlin Township officials at a critical point in time. 

We could no longer allow our employees and residents to conduct township 

business out of numerous rented trailers placed through the town because of 

federal and state mandates concerning legal, safety and health issues. 

So where do we go from here? As for Berlin Township, we are proceeding as 

planned and hope to be situated in our new township hall within the next 10 

ǘƻ мн ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƻǳǊ ƻƭŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 

once stood. 

LΩƳ bƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ .ŜǊƭƛƴ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘ ƛǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƻƭǾŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΣ ŀƭπ

ǘƘƻǳƎƘ LΩǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǎǘ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƳƻƭŘ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ 

ŀƴŘ ǊŜƻŎŎǳǇȅ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƭŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ōŜ ǾŜǊȅ Ŏƻǎǘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ 

a good amount of time. 
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Little interest  

Berlin Township will continue to investigate any opportunities to share ser-

vices, not only with Berlin Borough but any interested and likeminded com-

munity. We share many services with numerous towns and will continue to 

find new and innovative ways to keep our taxes down. 

The bottom line is this: We will continue to focus our attention on our resi-

dents and seek ways to save money while avoiding any reduction in the level 

of services we currently provide. For this reason, our new municipal building 

As mayor of Berlin Township, I applaud the Courierς Post Editorial Board for 

ƛǘΩǎ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴΥ άhƴŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎŜǊǾŜ ōƻǘƘ .ŜǊƭƛƴǎέ όŜŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ WǳƴŜ мсύΦ  

Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ǘƘƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ .ŜǊƭƛƴ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ 5ŀȅ hƴŜ ǿƘŜƴ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

Township and Borough municipal buildings were condemned. The Township 

immediately became proactive in contacting the officials in Berlin Borough to 

propose combining both towns into a single municipal building complex to 

serve both towns. 

For some reason, the borough officials were cool to the proposal, but indi-

cated they would discuss the proposal with the governing body. 

For the record, Berlin Township officials have reached out to Berlin Borough a 

number of times in the past year or so and even adopted an official resolution 

and sent it to the borough regarding this subject. Sadly, our requests have 

gone unanswered despite hearing  that on e group within  the borough would 

have considered it at one time and another group was thinking about it an-

other time. All the while, we both are operating out of temporary and unsat-

isfactory facilities. 

Shared services 

Posted in the Courier-Post, Sunday August 30,2009 


